
Motion to oppose the Conservative Party's Voter ID reform plans 

 

 

This CLP Notes That:  

 

1. The government is trialling Voter ID pilot schemes in 5 areas during upcoming local elections, 

having committed to roll out requirements more widely in 2020. 

2. Only 44 allegations of impersonation - the type of voter fraud these schemes propose to combat - 

were made out of almost 64 million votes in 2016. Only 28 such accusations were made - out of nearly 

45 million votes in 2017. This works out to one allegation for every 1.5 million votes cast and one 

allegation for every 1.6 million votes cast respectively. 

3. Of the aforementioned 28 allegations, only one claim was substantiated and prosecuted. This is one 

proven case of attempted voter fraud out of 45 million votes. 

4.  3.5 million people (7.5% of the electorate) in Great Britain do not have access to any form of 

photo ID, and 11 million electors (24% of the electorate) do not have access to a passport or 

photographic driving licence. 

5. A UK passport currently costs £72.50, with the government proposing to raise the cost to between 

£75.50 for online applications, and as much as £85 for some other applications. 

6. Such laws are used in the United States of America and have shown to cause 

decreased voterturnout, particularly amongst BAME voters. 

7. More than 40 charities, including The Electoral Reform Society, Age UK, the RNIB, the Salvation 

Army, Stonewall, Operation Black Vote, The Jewish Council for Racial Equality, the Race Equality 

Foundation, the British Youth Council, Migrants Rights Network, and the National Union of Students, 

oppose this voter ID requirements, arguing that voter ID reforms present a significant barrier to 

democratic engagement and could disadvantage young people, older people, disabled, transgender, 

BAME communities, and the homeless. 

This CLP Believes That: 

1. Even if all of the unproved allegations of voter fraud were true, they would not be at a high enough 

rate to affect any election outcomes. 

2. Photo ID requirements impose financial barriers on voters as well as potential problems forvoters 

who may not present in a way that those checking IDs may expect someone of the stated sex or 

gender on someone's ID to present. 

3. The large-scale disenfranchisement of innocent UK voters is inevitable with Voter ID reform. 

4. This large-scale disenfranchisement of voters is not justified by the evidence and statistics 

surrounding levels of impersonation. 

5. The Electoral Commission seems more concerned with being seen to do something than about the 

real-world consequences.  

6. Conservative governments use Voter ID laws to specifically disenfranchise groups that do not tend 

to vote Conservative.  

This CLP Resolves To: 

1. Take an official position against the proposed Voter ID reforms. 

2. Write to Chloe Smith, the Parliamentary Secretary (Minister for the Constitution), to urge her to end 

the rollout of Voter ID reform. 

3. Submit to the National Policy Forum the suggestion of a Labour Party policy to 

oppose Voter IDreform.  

 


