
Passed unanimously by Kemptown & Peacehaven CLP on 14th June 2018 

This  Constituency Labour Party notes that Eleanor Smith MP is proposing the NHS Reinstatement 
Bill under the 10 minute rule in the House of Commons on 11th July 2018. The Bill 
(See http://www.nhsbillnow.org/ ) proposes to fully restore the NHS as an accountable public 
service by reversing 25 years of marketization in the NHS, by abolishing the purchaser-provider split, 
ending contracting and re-establishing public bodies and public services accountable to local 
communities. This branch notes that owing equally to increasing patient demand and expensive 
health technology the NHS budget should increase by 3 – 4% (1) just to maintain existing services, 
and that since 2010 the NHS budget has increased by less than 1% (2), thus government 
underfunding is a major contributory cause of the current NHS crisis. This branch also notes that the 
UK lags behind almost all developed countries in the proportion of its GDP spent on healthcare; 
virtually all leading EU countries spend significantly more. 

This CLP believes that  

a)       The separation of NHS bodies into either purchasers of healthcare or providers of it, otherwise 
known as the purchaser/provider split, has been an expensive mistake. See section 37 of this Health 
Select Committeee report (4)  

b)       The involvement of the private sector in the NHS, almost without exception, has been a 
disaster. See list of just some of the NHS disastrous privatisations (3) 

c)       The Health and Social Care Act 2012 has mandated commissioners of NHS healthcare to offer all 
NHS contracts to the private sector, allowing the private sector to cherry-pick those services it can 
profit from. Outsourced NHS services are so often weakened by reduced staffing (so often it’s the 
most able who leave), terms and conditions of employment downgraded, vacancies left unfilled, 
services are impoverished; service to patients comes a poor second. 

This CLP resolves therefore to  

d)       Write to Eleanor Smith MP offering our support to her proposal of the NHS Reinstatement Bill, 
and to submit to the NPF this CLP’s support for the principle of the NHS as a publicly run, 
administered and accountable body 

e)       Write to all Brighton and Hove branches to encourage them to support the NHS Reinstatement 
Bill, and to be made aware of the damage that has been perpetrated to the NHS over the last 25 
years, in the blind assumption of market superiority 

f)        Inform all Brighton and Hove Labour MPs of our support for the Reinstatement Bill, and the re-
establishment of the Secretary of State’s duty (revoked under the Health and Social Care Act) to 
provide a fully restored comprehensive National Health Service, publically-administered and 
publicly-accountable, funded by central government taxation. 

g)  Inform all Brighton and Hove Labour councillors of our support for the Reinstatement Bill, and 
encourage them to propose the adoption by Brighton and Hove Council of principles of reinstating 
our NHS, ending outsourcing of services and re-establishing public bodies and public services 
accountable to local communities.  

 

http://www.nhsbillnow.org/
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